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SUBJECT: SAG REQUEST FOR USG HELP IN AIRLIFTING ANGOLAN 
REFUGEES TO PORTUGAL 

1. DFA UNDER SECRETARY VAN DALSEN ASKED ME TO COME TO 
HIS OFFICE THIS AFTERNOON TO RELAY A MESSAGE FROM 
FONMIN MULLER. MESSAGE TURNED OUT TO BE REQUEST FOR 
USG ASSISTANCE IN AIRLIFTING PORTUGUESE REFUGEES TO 
LISBON. 

2. VAN DALSEN SAID THERE ARE NOW 14,000 REFUGEES IN 
CAMPS IN SWA AND SA. SAG ESTIMATES ON THE BASIS OF 
REPORTS FROM ANGOLA THAT ANOTHER 10-14,000 ARE MAKING 
THEIR WAY TOWARD SWA BORDER. THEY FEAR THAT EVENTUALLY 
MANY MORE WILL COME. 

3. VAN DALSEN EXPLAINED THAT SAG IS DOING ALL WITHIN 
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SAG IS THAT REPATRIATION TO PORTUGAL IS PROCEEDING 
AT MUCH SLOWER PACE THAN ARRIVALS FROM ANGOLA. 
PORTUGUESE AIRLINE TAP WHICH HAS THREE FLIGHTS A WEEK 
IS NOT CARRYING OUT REFUGEES APPARENTLY RESERVING ALL 
SEATS FOR THOSE LEAVING FROM LUANDA. SAG IS USING 
ALL AVAILABLE SEATS ON SAA FLIGHTS TO EUROPE BUT 
THESE DO NOT BEGIN TO MEET THE DEMAND. WITH AVAILABLE 
HOUSING FACILITIES STRETCHED TO LIMIT (VAN DALSEN SAID 
ALL EXCESS ARMY TENTS HAD ALREADY BEEN USED), SAG 
FEARS THAT IT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE ESSENTIAL 
CARE TO REFUGEES AND "SOCIAL PROBLEMS" COULD ENSUE. 

HENCE THE SAG REQUEST FOR USG TRANSPORT ASSISTANCE. 

VAN DALSEN NOTED THAT HE WAS MAKING SIMILAR REQUESTS 
TO BRITISH AND FRENCH AMBASSADORS. 

4. IF USG IS IN A POSITION TO HELP, VAN DALSEN ADDED, 

HE WOULD MAKE IMMEDIATE ARRANGEMENTS TO DISCUSS SPECIFICS. 
HE MENTIONED THAT JOHANNESBURG, WINDHOEK AND ONDONGA 
AIRPORTS COULD BE USED. SAG HAD PREFERENCE FOR LATTER 
BECAUSE IT IS CLOSE TO ANGOLA BORDER AND CAN HANDLE 
747S. 

5. 1 TOLD VAN DALSEN I WOULD CONVEY FONMIN’S REQUEST 
TO WASHINGTON. WOULD APPRECIATE EARLIEST POSSIBLE 
GUIDANCE. I ASSUME THIS REQUEST WILL BE CONSIDERED IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH THE ONE COVERED IN LISBON 4815. 

BOWDLER 
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